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Youth gather to give Bennington a spring cleaning 
ZEKE WRIGHT 
Staff Writer 

BENNINGTON - Youth 
picked up the downtown and then 
partied on the town office lawn Sat
urday. 

''We're very excited," organizer 
Veronica Ariel said, while a mob 
registered to volunteer in the morn
ing. Mostly wearing white and 
green, participants received green 
garbage bags and materials and 
were assigned to specific tasks and 
areas around the downtown. 

Ariel, one of two AmeriCorp 
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VISTA volunteers at Sputhwestem 
Vermont Health Care, organized 
the service day with the combined 
help of high school youth ambm 
dors· with the Alliance for Commu
nity Thmsformations at SVHC; the 
town of Bennington and the Better 
Bennington Corp.; and Bennington 
College. 

The spring service day's activities 
included picking up litter, some 
landscaping, and scrubbing the exte
riors of vacant storefronts. Crews 
were visible all along Main Street 
through the afternoon. 

Bennington College students 
picked up the river walk area along 
the Roaring Branch as part of that 
college's community service day 
held each semester. Students 
Genelle Rankin anq Mariyama 
Scott said they enjoyed volunteering 
in the downtown. 

"I get excited to bridge that gap 
between the college and the town," 
Bennington College student Jiray 
Avedisian said, adding he also got 
the opportunity to meet college stu
dents he normally wouldn't while 
volunteering. 

IE 

' 

Elementary schoolchildren were 
accompanied by adults, while area 
high schoolers participated in 
groups including the Green Moun
tain Cadets, Thens for Change, and 
the Interact Oub. 

With the town of Bennington 
officially proclaiming Saturday as 
Youth Appreciation Day, a celebra
tion was held on the town office 
lawn after the daylong service event 

FoUow @Zeke _ U7ight on Twitter 
or email ewright@benningtonban
ner.com 

Zeke Wright 

Students work to clean up Bennington. 
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