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Youth Appreciation Day is Saturday 
All ages in community invited to spruce up downtown 

great time to celebrate the youth, 
but also the whole community of 
Bennington," she said. 

ZEKE WRIGHT 
Staff Writer 

BENNINGTON -The youth 
and community are getting a 
jump-start on beautifying Ben
nington on Saturday, a week 
ahead of Vermont's Green Up 
Day. 

Participants are still being 
sought and are encouraged to 
wear green and white during Sat
urday's event, which coincides 
with National Volunteer Week 
and is a part of Global Youth Ser
viceDay. 

The April 27 cleanup will con
centrate on the downtown and 
Bennington's river walk area, 
drawing volunteers from the com
munity and area high school and 
college students. 

A celebration will 
be held following the 
daylong service event 
at 4 p.m. on the town 

office lawn to honor the 
work youth do in the 

community. 

On Monday, town officials 
unanimously approved a procla
mation marking Saturday as 
Youth Appreciation Day. A cele
bration will be held following the 
daylong service event at 4 p.m. on 
the town office lawn to honor the 
work youth do in the community. 
There will be food and music, 
including a seven-piece band from 
Bennington College. 

"It's structured as an early 
Green Up Vermont event," said 
Veronica Ariel, one of two Ameri
Co!Jls VISTA volunteers helping 
to organize the event with high 
school youth ambassadors from 
the Alliance for Community 
1i'ansformations at Southwestern 
Vermont Health Care. 

AmeriCorps volunteer Nicole 
Rau said there's been overwhelm
ing support for the service day. 
She said participants of all ages 
would focus on picking up litter, 
sprucing up storefronts, and land
scaping along the river walk. "It's a 

"It's turned out to be a really 
nice day," Samantha 1:ymchyn 
said. The residential area coordi
nator at the college, 'JYmchyn said 
Saturday was this semester's des
ignated community service day 
through the college initiative Ben
nington ACTS. 

See YOUTH, page 3A 

Commun1ty.to celebrate youth 
YOUTH, from page 1A 

''This time we're focusing all 
our energy on beautifying Ben
nington," she said. "It's great to 
be collaborating on a project." 

Other sponsors include the 
town of Bennington and the Bet
ter Bennington Corp. 

An expansion on previous 
annual "spring cleanings" organ
ized downtown by the BBC, that 
group's administrative coordina
tor, Diane St.Oair, said the serv
ice day was good preparation for 
Mayfest and the upcoming high

"I'm looking forward to seeing 
who makes it down," St.Oair said. 

Participants of all ages may 
register in advance, as individuals 
or in teams of five to 10, by con
tacting Rau by email at 
nicole.rau@svhealthcare.org or 
(802) 440-6034. Adults are asked 
to chaperone youth under the age 
of 13. Prizes will be awarded to 
the team that collects the most lit
ter. 

Walk-ins are also welcome. 

to clean up. Water, snacks, plastic 
gloves, and trash bags will be pro
vided, but volunteers should bring 
along gardening gloves, rakes, 
brooms, and their own reusable 
water bottles. . 

A rain date is scheduled for 
Sunday, April28. 

The event is funded in part by 
the Stewart's Shops Holiday 
Match Grant Program. 

More details are available at: 
www.gysd.org/beautifybenning
ton 

~affic summer season. 

Registration for all volunteers 
begins at 12:30 p.m. at the 1D 
Bank north parking lot on Main 
Street. Groups will then disburse 

Follow @Zeke_Wright on Twit
ter or email ewright@bennington
banner.com 
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