
RUTLAND (AP) — Ver-
mont’s largest electric utility is
kicking off a program to help cus-
tomers heat their homes in the
winter and cool them in the sum-
mer with special heat pumps.

Green Mountain Power’s pilot
program — believed to be the first
of its kind in the country — is
designed to save customers money
and show the systems can work in
a cold-weather climate.

“We believe air-source heat
pumps can dramatically change
the way Vermonters heat their
homes, and reduce economic costs
and environmental impacts of
burning foreign oil,” said GMP
President Mary Powel.

The cold-climate heat pumps
are ductless heating systems that
also provide air conditioning dur-
ing hot weather. In cold weather,
the system extracts heat from out-
door air down to temperatures of
about 13 below zero, and the
warmth is brought inside. In hot
weather, the process is reversed,
cooling the building.

GMP will pay to install heat
pumps in up to 200 customers’
homes and small businesses, and
then rent them for $45 to $50 per
month. The focus of the program
will be in the Rutland area, but
other customers may also partici-
pate.

Friday, Aug. 2
St. Mary’s Golf Scramble
and alumni banquet

HOOSICK FALLS, N.Y. — St.
Mary’s Golf Scramble and Alumni
Banquet will be held on alumni
weekend on Saturday and Sunday.

The Golf Scramble will take
place on Friday at the Hoosick Falls
Country Club, and the Alumni Ban-
quet will be held at the school on
Saturday.

At the scramble, one can play
golf and/or sponsor a hole. Specta-
tors are welcome at the club to cheer
on the players and enjoy the atmos-
phere. Tee-off times are 8 a.m. and 1
p.m. The registration fee of $70
includes golf, lunch and Babson’s
light-fare supper.

The Alumni Banquet will be held
at the school and there will be a
catered dinner buffet by Scott Are-
son. Music for listening

and dancing will follow the festiv-
ities. Cocktail hour will be from 6 to

7 p.m., and dinner begins at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35 each.

Sign up now to reserve your spot.
More information and registration
f o r m s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t
http://www.stmaryshf.com. One can
also call Pat Hayes at 518-686 -4314
or send her an e-mail at
pathayes@yahoo.com.

Northshire Nonprofit
Network meeting

MANCHESTER — The next
meeting of the Northshire Nonprof-
it Network will be held in the Hunter
Room at Burr and Burton Academy
in Manchester at 8 a.m. Speakers
will be Scott McArdle, senior phil-
anthropic advisor, and Jen Peterson,
vice president of grants and pro-
grams, from the Vermont Commu-
nity Foundation. They will speak on
“Grants and Beyond” — Vermont
Community Foundation’s services
and resources for Northshire non-
profits.

Northshire non-profit network is
a collaborative group of non-profits

in Southwest Vermont who meet on
a monthly basis to share ideas on
specific topics and network together
for the mutual benefit of each
organization.

To send a press release to the
Banner, e-mail to
dantognioni@benningtonban-
ner.com, or call 447-7567, ext. 117.
To check on an arts/entertainment
release or notice, write
aroiter@benningtonbanner.com,
or call 447-7567, ext. 111. To check
on a religion or business release,
write to mrondeau@bennington-
banner.com, 447-7567, ext. 113. In
general, notices should be sent at
least seven days in advance of an
event. Community news appears
as space in the newspaper allows.
Social news pages appear periodi-
cally. Additional listings and
announcements are at benning-
tonbanner.com.

ELIZABETH CONKEY
Staff Writer

BENNINGTON — Today
marks the final day of the Pho-
toVoice exhibit at 443 Main St.
The exhibit, comprised entirely of
enlarged photographs taken by
students ranging in age from 10 to
19 years old from Arlington
Memorial Middle School, Mount
Anthony Union Middle and High
Schools, Teens for Change, and
The Collaborative, documented
their feelings about Bennington
and how their community affects
their health, both positively and
negatively.

According to Kiah Morris,
community coordinator at The
Alliance for Community Transfor-
mations and a leader in this proj-
ect, PhotoVoice is centered
around healthy community design,
a concept that examines the idea
of how a community is designed
and constructed can affect one’s
health.

The Vermont Department of
Health awarded ACT with a grant
to fund this project, which allowed
for project coordinators to pur-
chase digital cameras and iPads
for the students. Each student
used a different technique to cap-
ture their personal perspectives of
the community in which they live,
and included images of local build-
ing, parks, roads, and landmarks.

The project also received dona-
tions from the Rotary of Benning-
ton and Turcotte Design.

Veronica Ariel and Nicole Rau,
project coordinators for Pho-
toVoice, said they enjoyed work-
ing with the students on this proj-
ect.

“We think they did a phenome-
nal job. The quality of their work
just blew us out of the water,” said
Ariel. “It was great to hear their
stories and hear what they think
about their community.

Rau agreed, and explained that
even after the exhibit closes, some
of the artwork from the Teens For

Change group will be on display at
the new United Counseling Ser-
vices building currently under con-
struction.

“It’s a project that will live on,”
she said.

For those still interested in
viewing the photos, the Pho-
toVoice exhibit will be open today
from 4 to 8 p.m.

To learn more about ACT and
the PhotoVoice project, visit
www.actsvhc.org.

Contact Elizabeth Conkey at
econkey@benningtonbanner.com.
Follow her on Twitter @bethcon-
key.
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SAT PREP
 Verbal and Math   

3511 Richville Road 
Manchester Ctr • 802-362-0222 

www.TutoringVermont.org

,INC
.

“My daughter increased her scores 
by 50 points or more on each test.“

— Parent

Sunday Classes, Small Group
Classes meet from 1-4pm • Fee: $300.

SAT PREP for OCTOBER Exam
Aug. 25, Sept. 8, 15, 22 & 29

You MUST pre-register. Space is limited. 
Call today:  802-362-0222

1-to-1 Test Prep Available
Custom-tailored to your student’s needs. 
(math, reading, writing, reasoning, test-taking, etc.) 

Call for details & scheduling

AUG
2•3•4

CAMELOT VILLAGE
BENNINGTON, VT
150 JURIED
ARTISAN EXHIBITORS
GREAT NEW LOCATION...
SAME GREAT SHOW!
WWW.CRAFTPRODUCERS.COM

SOUTHERN
VERMONT
ART & CRAFT
FESTIVAL

***
THE ORIGINAL
HILDENE

CRAFT SHOW
***

PART OF “BENNINGTON ARTS WEEKEND”

KEITHWHITCOMB JR.
Staff Writer

BENNINGTON — A man
who a state prosecutor said had
ties to 13 other accused drug
dealers will spend the next seven
years in prison for selling cocaine. 

William D. McLaughlin, 35,
formerly of Troy, N.Y., pleaded
guilty Thursday in Vermont Supe-
rior Court to three felony counts
of sale of cocaine, sale of cocaine
near a school, two counts of con-
spiracy to sell drugs, and three
misdemeanor charges of posses-
sion of cocaine.

McLaughlin has been held
since December after he was
accused of touching a woman
while she slept, but that charge
has been dropped. In February,
McLaughlin was arraigned on
several drug related charges and
was a person police were investi-
gating as part of “Operation
County Strike,” where in mid-
January roughly 100 police offi-
cers arrested over 50 suspected
drug dealers in Bennington
County as part of a sweep. 

Most of McLaughlin’s charges
involve him selling cocaine to
police informants. According to
Deputy State’s Attorney Robert
Plunkett, in September,
McLaughlin arranged to meet a
police informant on School
Street, within 500 feet of The
School of the Sacred Heart, a
Catholic elementary school. 

Plunkett said in June of last
year, McLaughlin was placed on
probation for trespassing, a

charge he received after partici-
pating in what Plunkett called a
“home invasion.” The incident
involved a number of other peo-
ple. Plunkett said that prior to
this, in 2001, McLaughlin was
incarcerated in New York on a
three-year sentence for drug
related charges, however because
he was convicted twice of possess-
ing a weapon in prison, he was
incarcerated until 2011. 

“Mr. McLaughlin has spent a
great deal of his life in jail,” said
Plunkett, adding that “Mr.
McLaughlin has been ready and
willing to accept guilt for his
crimes from the moment he was
arrested.”

He said McLaughlin and his
attorney, Joyce Brenner, chose to
enter the plea agreement without
getting into the deposition phase
of the case. 

Brenner said her client
entered the prison system at a
young age and the weapon
charges stemmed from him doing
what he had to do in order to
remain alive. She made reference
to a 2012 documentary titled
“The House I Live In” which she
said is about the “War on Drugs”
and its effect on the poor. She
said people make bad choices but
are then put into a system that
prevents them from getting jobs
and other opportunities, creating
a cycle.

According to Brenner, her
client wished to leave the area
once on probation, however the
terms of the probation would not

let him. She said he had no
friends, family, or job opportuni-
ties and was told by the Depart-
ment of Corrections to pitch a
tent on a campground. 

“I do apologize for my actions
throughout the course of me
being in Vermont,” McLaughlin
said, adding that his probation
officer told him the name of a
campground where he could set
up a tent if he had nowhere else
to live, however McLaughlin
could not find the campground.
“I was basically let go in the
streets,” he said. “It’s not like I
didn’t try to go in the right direc-
tion.”

McLaughlin said he wants to
spend his time in prison learning
to become a better person so he
can be a better father and do
good when he gets released.

“A serious sentence is certainly
appropriate,” said Bennington
Superior Court Judge Cortland
Corsones. “You’ll still be a rela-
tively young man when you get
out.”

Corsones said he would take
Brenner’s suggestion to recom-
mend work crew for McLaughlin,
that way if that chance ever
becomes available he may be in a
better position to take it. Corson-
es said he does not expect
McLaughlin to get a work crew
soon, and perhaps would not
receive it at all. 

Contact Keith Whitcomb Jr. at
kwhitcomb@benningtonbanner.co
m or follow him on Twitter
@KWhitcombjr. 

Man gets 7 years for cocaine sales

Elizabeth Conkey

One of the works in the PhotoVoice exhibit at 443 Main St. in Ben-
nington.

PhotoVoice exhibit comes to a close;
organizers deem project a success

Morning Briefing

SHARON (AP) — The town
of Sharon isn’t the first in Ver-
mont to prohibit smoking on
town-owned property, but it’s
going further with its new Tobac-
co Free Community Policy.

Vermont Public Radio reports
(http://bit.ly/13zB54E) that the
town recently updated its tobacco
use policy to include a statement
describing its goal of protecting
the health of all community mem-
bers. In addition to prohibiting
the use of tobacco products on
town-owned property and in
town-owned buildings and vehi-
cles, the policy says the town will

take other steps to discourage the
use of tobacco by employees and
citizens.

“Tobacco use continues to be a
leading cause of chronic disease
and premature death in the Unit-
ed States,” the policy states. As
both an employer and an over-
seer of community policies, the
Sharon Select Board feels strong-
ly that it should protect the health
of all community members by
adopting a tobacco-free policy for
all town owned properties, build-
ings, and vehicles, effective
August 1, 2013.”

The town’s efforts will include

actively referring employees to
smoking cessation programs and
giving them time and incentives
to participate. The town also will
urge local businesses to establish
tobacco-free zones and will pro-
mote cessation and prevention
programs at town-wide events.

Sharon Selectman Paul
Haskell proposed the changes in
an attempt to “strengthen the
message that the town actively
supports healthy lifestyle choices
and a healthy community in gen-
eral,” according to meeting min-
utes.

Town adopts tobacco-free community policy

Vt. utility to install energy-saving heat pumps


