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 "ended t,lp being th e per
fect position" which kept 
her in the area, she said. 

While the group, working 
with local students, was un
able to get the Bennington 
Select Board to' enact an 
ordinance banning tobacco 
use in the town 's parks in 
2009, they'Vere able to get 
signs posted discouraging 
tobacco use, which Morris 
said waS still avi€tory . 

:7.) i . 

~ t 
Cf> ' 
~ 

. "I'll take it. I'll take those . PATRCK MCAflDLE/- .. . 

small wins anytime," she Kiah Morris,seen here at tile SouthWestern Vermont Medi
said, cal Cente{.in B~ningtpn,has become ~ leader iplmproving

community tlealth sinCe moving to Vermont from Chic:;ago 

, STAFFWRITER~,";':~" of tobacco in Bennington's 
.... ,..- "" 
BENNINGTON- Five Ii}pnicipal parks. !heVetmont 


years after coming tq~- .Qral Healfu Care; for All Co

nington frO ID Chicagiff' alitio~ on incr-easing access 

Kiah Morris has made,b'er t6 dental care for pregnant 

mark as someone who has women and now heads theAl

improved the health of the liance for Community Tra:ns.. 

Bennington commUnity in formations at Southwestern 

a way that has earne~,hc;r Vetmont Health Care, 

statewide rec,ognitioa , ';' Morris has a degree in 


MortiS, 36, of :genoi~g- women 's studies from the 

.con, has worked with the l,Jniversity of,Illinois at Ur

Project Against Vio~~i;lt · bana-Champaign and said 

Encounters on improvmg " 'l\.hecame to Bennington 

the response to domestiC: ,~looking for a change of life

violence in the coutts; the, ; style and new opportunities. 


See Strides, Page A8 five years ago;Tobacco-Free Community Leading the tobacco grOup 

cn ll:;i,kreo, by ~omc, "nl' Ihev h ;1 \'e in th (' jr h(' ilrt~ , m ee ti ngs and t:!Ikill g , Sh e 21-month-o ld son , Jamal , used to automatically saying(' 
L , d ,I.,' 1.,'1 :\11I( l i(,; tlllii'JI I ~ . Ih e i r' 1I;~ ,si' ) Jl s, ;.\r C nol ~aid she W<lII IS to a CCO IlF with her busball d , James 1\0 to everYThing instead of 

:", rll 'I< ' \\',1' ' [lli l" :1 hi! , tl lilliq ll" in 111:1 1 111<'),'11' oltiy I'lish ~O!l IC lhing wilh each Lawton, has been recog looking for possibilities or 
rc~ ista n ce th a i 1 Iccci\'cd o neS thalthink that \\'ay, I project. njzed for her work, being opportunities or even mod
at first and .. , (the COi:lnlll- think a great idea exists in . " (I wan t.th egroup t9 " asked t<if speak too Vermont ifications of a request so ' 

As someone coming to ·ni.ty membe r:; andl) \;lad to mallY places and until we know) weactt;Jall};did some-, ' t~eris :#b.pl.l ( the.work on when you go to a municipal 
the area from the outside, . build a tn:J.stingrelatf6pslJ,-\p· stop 'lqng enough tolisten .' ' thing, It wasn'tj ust tbarwe tl),~ 19b c~oordinance ahd leader and say, 'Is there an 
Morris s~id itha? been~nd I thip~ t,ha~~:'.~- and~ear from others p.fr- t~lked ab?'Ut ito~ tpat we , ~iri'g ,,~ ·gnu.ed by Sen~ opportunity for' us to look 
challengmg to bnng the . pen," she saId. , ... :; 'F ..r • specuves and we realize Jb<I.t dIssected It. Conung from .}kl]l. ']and'prs; I~V:I.)lor, at expanding transit after 
tobacco-use-reductiori ' In genew~~¥? ,we actually have the same an ~~emic background, I _'h . onacteSli todental school' or something ",nd 
group together. hersucc~mJm~~e , goals. Maybe it mjgh;l mov~ know there's alwaysanotber they immediately say no~ (i 
. "One of the p ie.ces of health of the ~n,njn~II'" or inight looka)ittle bitdif- paper to write, there's say,) ' I need rou to not say 

(Bennington) tieing a ar~,has c9me!tO~'$Ui1d- " .ferent than wh~Ihadin Di>i . mqre research that can beJ.t~ no, Give me a maybe, Gi\'e 
.smaller community is being ing*!li~n,ces, liste.ning to mind but u1tima~IYJ we'i~ dQIlc, you can always00 atl- me a scenario where the~ 
abl~ to take the time'to get ' and ge,it;p1g ,io:knf>w Gom- . all t;rying'to g~~ were," she. other as"!~in~nt or a rrught be a maybe so we car! 
to ~oweach oti;l5{t~cauSe' mUDi43me~~~j~~~~~(!:;~";":':.;'~ ::+~t " . " ••vey to find,.out whatpeopl~fJ:.~ see what we can go fromt. 	 there,'\' she said. . .there;: wasn't, ~1or:;of tru.st . irtg commoq m~.. ~~.~. she.... want, or yo. U,caIl move. fOIJ.tJ.pu1

I, 	 neaiSSarilr~~'fliTst·can1C "M<;>re ana ':nl' ,.. .'~ ' .. ~', . " .~: '~ward," shesa¥J. ', ',' . ~ , ,,, i l.patfiek;mC'ardle It' '!

in~Tobacco iripiu'ticu1ar is uals are findiri~fffiat wba( ~ niZaiie:)Dsareu'tjust :Jmg t Mo rris, "'w}i o ' h 'asa @rutrandherald.com 

'. 

http:rutrandherald.com



