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Bennington College student Catherine Murley steps into the river Saturday to help clean up trash while her classmates, Emily Mikucki, left, 
looks on and Hannah Rojo· holds the bag. The college devoted its Bennington Achieving Community Through Service, or Bennington ACTS, 
day to the Beautify Bennington effort which was scheduled to fall on Global Youth Service day. 

Bennington gets a spring cleaning 
By PATRICK MCARDLE 

STAFF WRITER 
BENNINGTON- About 100 young peo

ple wor·ked downtown Saturday picking up 
trash, raking leaves and washing windows 
as part of a "Beautify Bennington" event on 
Global Youth Service day. 

Will Lillie, 6, of Pownal, explained why he 
was out Saturday "picking up the trash on the 
roads" with a few of his friends. 

"Because helping the community is fun 
and we like to do it," he said. 

Will wasn't alone. The event was organized 

by AmeriCorps VISTA volunteers Nicole Rau 
and Veronica Ariel, who said that within a 
half hour of the start of the volunteer effort 
almost 90 people had signed in. 

From the central location at the TD Bank 
on Main and School streets, volunteers were 
sent to different locations downtown to take 
on beautifying projects. 

At the river walk, between School and Park 
streets_, a group of Bennington College stu
dents worked and joked, seeming to enjoy 
their volunteer work. 

Jeffrey Matthews, of Virginia, team leader, 

said they had been raking, picking up trash , 
sweeping and looking for ladybug rocks so 
they could get free ice cream. 

Organizers had hidden about 50 rocks, 
painted to look like ladybugs, a round the 
downtown area which could be collected and 
turned in for prizes at the party which started 
in front of the town offices around 4 p.m. 

Bennington College made a large con tri
bution to the cleanup. Saturday was sched
uled for the next Bennington Achieving 
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Community Through Ser
vice, or Bennington ACTS 
day, and because it fell 
on the same date as the 
Global Youth Service day, 
a large number of students 
came downtown to partici
pate. 

Matthews, a science stu
dent at Bennington Col
lege, said he was happy 
that Saturday was a "per
fect Vermont spring day" 
because it made being 
outside with friends a fun 
experience. 

"We're hoping there's 
a little extra trasli just so 
that we have a little more 
time out in the sun," he 
joked. .- ... 

.Matthews, who said he 
didn't know the river walk 
existed until he was tasked 
with cleaning it, and fellow 
student, Hannah Rojo, of 
Maine, said they enjoyed 

the opportunity to be part 
of the Bennington com
munity on Saturday. 

"It's always hard to get 
off campus and usually 
there aren't organized 
events like this so it makes 
it a really nice relief from 
work and from being inside 
the Bennington bubble of 
our college and coming 
out into the community," 
said Rojo, who studies con
flict resolution, education 
and arts at Bennington. 

Several high school and 
middle school students on 
Main Street .were partici
pating as part of the Green 
Mountain Cadets, a quasi
military club that helps stu
dents develop leadership 
skills. 

Stephanie Stowe, a 
Mount Anthony Union 
High School senior from 
.Bennington, said she 
thought the event was very 
helpful to the community. 

"We all live in this town 
so we should try to make it 
beautiful and look nice for 

tourists and stuff," she said. 
The event received sup

port from the town ofBen
nington, which hosted the 
end of the day party on the 
lawn of the town offices, imp 
and the Better Bennington regt 
Corp. , which is dedicated M 
to improving the down- Wes 
town. John Shannahan, of Cav4 
the BBC, said early in the ign! 
day he thought the turn- Ch 
out and enthusiasm would on! 
mean that more was likely in : 
to get done than they ex
pected. 

Rau said she and Ariel 
were very excited about [ 
the turnout. 

"At 12:30 p.m., Veron-
ica and I were finishing 
up some things. We were 
thinking, 'Oh, we hope V2 
people start showing up.' te 
We turned the corner and d 
there was already a mob 
of people, so people were F 
clearly excited to get out a 
here right away and start 
helping," she said. 

patrick.mcardle 
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